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of the grounds for opposition. Instead of credulity,
the object should be to stimulate constructive doubt,
the love of mental adventure, the sense of worlds
to conquer by enterprise and boldness in thought.
Contentment with the status quo, and subordination
of the individual pupil to political aims, owing to
the indifference to the things of the mind, are the
immediate causes of these evils ; but beneath these
causes there is one more fundamental, the fact that
education is treated as a means of acquiring power
over the pupil, not as a means of nourishing his own
growth. It is in this that lack of reverence shows
itself; and it is only by reverence that a fundamental
reform can be effected.

, . . What is to be desired is the free choice of
ends with which it is not necessary to interfere.

Discipline, as it exists in schools, is very largely
an evil. There is a land of discipline which is neces-
sary to almost all achievement, and which perhaps
is not sufficiently valued by those who react against
the purely external discipline of traditional methods.
The desirable kind of discipline is the kind that comes
from within, which consists in the power of pursuing
a distant object steadily, foregoing and suffering many
things on the way. This involves the subordination
of impulse to will, the power of a directing action
by large creative desires even at moments when
they are not vividly alive. Without this, no serious
ambition, good or bad, can be realized, no consistent
purpose can dominate. This kind of discipline is
very necessary, but can only result from strong
desires for ends not immediately attainable, and can
only be produced by education if education fosters
desires, which it seldom does at present.